Sources of annual statistics on drug offences for UK, 1920-2009
1920-1970
Prosecutions under Dangerous Drugs Acts (1920 to 1967) & Drugs Act (1964) 
– based on Annual Reports of British Government to League of Nations and the United Nations. These 50-year figures are reported in Phillip Bean (1974), The Social Control of Drugs  (Basil Blackwell).  
1971-1972 
The number of UK drug offenders (convictions) under DDAs (1920-1967) and

Drugs Act (1964) for these two years are reported in: 



Mike Goodman (1998). Public enemy number one. Druglink, 13(1), 23-24.
1973-2002
Drug offenders dealt with under the 1971 Misuse of Drugs Act - includes 


court convictions, police disposals* and Customs compoundings (spot-fines):
Home Office (1989-1988). Statistics of the Misuse of Drugs in the UK. 



(covering period from 1973 to 1987)


Home Office (1989-1991).  Statistics of the Misuse of Drugs: Seizures and 



Offenders Dealt With, UK (covering period from 1988 to 1990)


Home Office (1992-1998). Statistics of Drug Seizures and Offenders Dealt 



With, UK (covering period from 1991 to 1996).



Home Office (1999-2004). Drug Seizure and Offender Statistics, UK



(covering period from 1997 to 2002).

2003-2009
Statistics on drug offenders dealt with under the 1971 Misuse of Drugs Act


 have changed since 2002 in two main ways:

(1) annual figures for the UK are now compiled from figures reported 
 separately for England & Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland;


(2) annual figures have mainly switched from calendar to financial years.

 Statistics for each of the three UK countries are now reported in the following

 annual reports (covering the period from 2003/04 to present year):


Home Office (2009).  Crime in England & Wales 2008/09. London: Home Office
Scottish Government (2009). Statistical Bulletin Crime and Justice Series: 
Recorded Crime in Scotland, 2008-09. Edinburgh: Justice Analytical Services.
Northern Ireland Police Service (2009).  Recorded Crime and Clearances, 
2008/09.  Belfast: PSNI Central Statistics Branch.

________________________________________________________________________

Note: it should be clear that annual UK statistics on drug offences have since 1973 have been based on the 1971 Misuse of Drugs Act only. They do not include offences carried out under other drugs legislation – notably the 1994 Drug Trafficking Act and the 2005 Drugs Act.
* Police disposals: cautions for drug offences have been reported since 1973; reprimands & final warnings for 10-17s were introduced in 2000; cannabis warnings for cannabis possession began in 2004; and Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) for cannabis possession began in January 2009.  HM Customs introduced compounding (spot-fines) for drug possession in 1982.
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